
SECTION 1. Upon application, as hereinafter provided, there
shall be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the common-
wealth without appropriation to each person who participated in
the Bosnian Peace Mission at any time between January first,
nineteen hundred and ninety-six at the end of the mission as deter-
mined by federal authorities the sum hereinafter specified.

Said appropriation shall also be provided to any person serving
in the armed forces in any subsequent conflict or peacekeeping
mission in which members of the armed forces have participated.
Provided, that the domicile of every person on account of whose
service the application is filed shall have been in the common-
wealth for a period of not less than six months immediately prior
to the time of his entry into the service and his enlistment, induc-
tion or commission in said armed forces was credited to the quota
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of Massachusetts under the federal selective service act. Five hun-
dred dollars shall be paid to each such person who performed the
continental limits of the United States in the Bosnian area as said
area is described by proper federal authority.

Said appropriation shall also be provided to any person serving
in the armed forces in any subsequent conflict or peacekeeping
mission in which members of the armed forces have participated.

SECTION 2. The words, “armed forces”, as used in this act
shall mean the following: United States Army, Army of the United
States, United States Navy, United States Naval Reserve, United
States Marine Corps, United States Marine Corps Reserve, United
States Coast Guard, United States Coast Guard Reserve, Army
Nurse Corps, Navy Nurse Corps, United States Air Force and
United States Air Force Reserve and including women’s branches
of said armed forces.

SECTION 3. In the case of the decease of any person who
would, if alive, be entitled to the benefits of this act, the sum
named therein shall be paid to his heirs-at-law; provided, that if
there is more than one heir-at-law, payments shall in either case be
made in such proportions as the state treasurer shall determine,
and in determining the order of precedence so far as practicable
the following order shall be observed: wife and children, mother
or father, brother or sister, other dependents; provided, however,
that no right or payment under this act shall be subject to the
claim of creditors, capable of assignment, regarded as assets, legal
or equitable of the estate of the deceased or made the basis for
administration thereof. 
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